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F
our women on 

the Southwest-

ern University 

golf  team have 

just received an 

exceptional honor.

They were named 

to the Women’s Golf  

Coaches Association 

All-American schol-

ar team.

They are first-year 

Mackenzie Brown, 

sophomores Isabel-

la Valenzuela and 

Sloane Panter and 

junior Hailey Varde-

man.

“The criteria for selection to 

the All-American Scholar Team 

are some of  the most stringent in 

all of  college athletics and contin-

ue to demonstrate the high-level 

academic achievement of  our 

players,” the WGCA stated.

Qualities for the Pirate women 

to attain such an honor include 

an overall grade point average of  

3.5 or higher, be an amateur and 

on the team through the stan-

dard Southwestern season and 

have played in 50 per-

cent of  the regularly 

scheduled rounds as 

well as being nom-

inated through the 

team’s conference 

championship.

Kudos to the play-

ers that played and 

attained such an ac-

colade under guid-

ance of  longtime golf  

coach Greg Sigler.

Now, it’s time to 

prepare for the forth-

coming fall season 

which is just a tee 

shot away.

Texas Senior Men’s tourney

The 87th Texas Senior Ama-

teur championship for men is 

rapidly approaching as a series 

of  eight qualifying sites is well 

underway.

They all lead to the site of  the 

tournament this year — that be-

ing the TPC Las Colinas course 

at the Nelson Golf  and Sports 

Club in Irving.

Debuted in 1982, the Las Co-

linas course was  originally de-

signed by Jay Morrish with By-

ron Nelson and Ben Crenshaw 

serving as player consultants. It 

served as the host venue for the 

PGA Tour’s AT&T Byron Nelson 

from 1983 through 2017.

The ultimate gentleman

During those early days, it was 

a pleasure to attend media days 

in the presence of  Byron Nelson. 

He was an absolute super great 

guy who loved the game and dis-

played it each year that I partici-

pated as a member of  the media.

During our luncheon, he 

would sit at our table and chat. 

That will always be remembered.

Taking another look ahead at 

the upcoming senior amateur, it 

will test the seniors on the TPC 

Las Colinas Course at The Nel-

son Golf  & Sports Club in Irving 

from September 27-29.

It’s open to any man aged 55 or  

older with a fresh handicap in-

dex of  6.4 or lower and is a Texas 

resident. Also, the field has been 

expanded to include more qual-

ifiers from the regional tourna-

ments in all four segments of  the 

state.

Drive, chip & putt

There’s one more round of  

competition in Williamson Coun-

ty for youth seeking to qualify for 

the “Drive, Chip and Putt” na-

tional finals that occur in April 

2025 at The Masters in Georgia.

Cimarron Hills Golf  and Coun-

try Club in Georgetown hosts the 

last round on August 1.

This follows up on the recent-

ly completed competition for 

girls and boys from ages 7 to 15 

at White Wing Golf  Club at Sun 

City.

Such testing of  basic golf  

movements was being conducted 

at over 300 sites around America.

Again, the final hope for all 

youths, as well as their parents, 

is that they may qualify for the 

finals in Georgia.

The Sun City event on July 

11 welcomed 149 girls and boys 

competing for a slot in the next 

round.

White Wing winners revealed 

a list of  youth from throughout 

Central Texas. Georgetown had 

one second-place winner among 

the girls—that being Savannah 

Dominick among the age 7-9 con-

testants.

Meanwhile, winners from the 

Cimarron event move onto the 

regionals at Houston later this 

fall—which is the final qualify-

ing step leading to the nationals 

in Georgia next spring.

Future events 

August 1: Golf, Chip & Putt 

sub-regional qualifier,  Cimarron 

Hills Golf  & CC, Georgetown

August 18: Cimarron Hills 

Golf  & CC, college football kick-

off, couples scramble

September 2: Berry Creek CC, 

Labor Day Shootout

September 2: Cimarron Hills 

Golf  & CC, Labor Day family 

scramble

September 9-10: Sun City 

WGA, member/member

September 9,11 and 13: Sun 

City MGA, club championship

September 27-29: 87th Texas Se-

nior Amateur, TPC Las Colinas 

Course, Irving

Reach golf  writer Doug Kienitz 

via TexasGolfing@yahoo.com

I
n July, the Women 

Helping Others wel-

comed Felicia Marti-

nez, Habitat for Hu-

manity director of  

resources and market-

ing, who gave a presenta-

tion about the nonprofit 

organization.

Habitat’s mission is to bring 

communities and people to-

gether to create and sustain 

homeownership in Williamson 

County. Their homeownership 

program empowers working in-

dividuals and families to build 

and buy their own homes. Hab-

itat partners with future home-

owners every step of  the way and 

provides the education and sup-

port needed to become successful 

homeowners.

Future Habitat homeowners 

purchase their homes with an 

affordable zero-percent interest 

mortgage. Mortgage payments 

vary based on income and in-

clude principal, taxes, property 

insurance and, if  applicable, 

condominium fees. Future home-

owners also pay a pre-closing de-

posit of  $1,500. 

To qualify, applicants must live 

or work in Williamson County 

for at least one year; 

meet income require-

ments; be U.S. citizens 

or permanent residents; 

have stable and suffi-

cient income to make 

monthly mortgage pay-

ments; have a need for 

housing; and be willing 

to complete 300–500 volunteer 

hours.

In February 2023, Habitat for 

Humanity of  Williamson Coun-

ty contracted with the Texas In-

stitute for Child & Family Well-

being at the University of  Texas 

at Austin’s Steve Hicks School of  

Social Work. They researched 

the impact of  homeownership 

through Habitat for Humanity 

of  Williamson County on a fam-

ily’s physical and psychological 

well-being, safety, and economic 

health. The research demonstrat-

ed an association between home-

ownership and positive physical 

health outcomes, as well as im-

proved psychological health for 

homeowners. 

The study also suggested that 

homeownership helps house-

holds build wealth, particularly 

among low-income and minority 

households. Additionally, the sur-

vey showed a positive association 

between homeownership and ed-

ucational attainment. One study 

found children of  homeowners 

were more likely than children 

of  renters to receive a better 

education, leading to higher 

earnings later in life. For low-in-

come families, homeownership 

led to increased educational at-

tainment, earnings and welfare 

independence for the homeown-

er’s children. Overall, the Texas 

Institute for Child & Family Well-

being determined that programs 

supporting long-term homeown-

ership are integral for the over-

all gain in lower socioeconomic 

households. Homeownership, 

and thereby housing stability, is 

associated with improved health 

outcomes, economic and educa-

tion opportunities, community 

engagement and long-term gen-

erational benefits.

In 2020, Wilco’s Habitat used 

individual donations and grant 

funding to purchase property 

between 21st and 22nd streets 

in Southeast Georgetown. A 

12-home development called 

Shepherd’s Village is under 

construction and includes one- 

and two-story townhomes. This 

neighborhood will be accessible 

to families making less than 80 

percent of  the median income in 

Georgetown, providing a place 

where families can build strong, 

stable futures. 

Additionally, there is a Home 

Repair Program available to fam-

ilies in the project. The George-

town ReStore, a discount home 

improvement store and donation 

center, is open to the public, sell-

ing new and gently used building 

materials, appliances, furniture, 

home décor and more. It is owned 

and operated by Habitat for Hu-

manity of  Williamson County.

WHO Vice President Maria Tolleson stands with Habitat for Humani-
ty’s Felicia Martinez, director of resource development and market-
ing in Williamson County.

Habitat for Humanity provides homes for Wilco 
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CATS

AUGUST 2 – SEPTEMBER 8

The Palace Theatre is bringing the Broad-
way classic, CATS, to Georgetown this 
summer. CATS is set amongst a larger-
than-life junkyard playground and is alive 
with purr-fect felines. The performance 
takes place on the Springer Stage. Visit 
the box office or www.georgetownpalace.
com for tickets and showtimes. 

BLAZIN BEER CRAWL

AUGUST 3, 3-6 P.M. 

Tickets for the 2024 Blazin’ Beer Crawl 
on the Square are now on sale, with both 
VIP and General Admission options. Both 
ticket options are for those 21 and up, 
identification will be checked at pickup. 
The event, which takes place on Saturday, 
August 3, from 3-6 p.m., is a self-paced 
walking event with craft beer tastings at 
Downtown restaurants and retail stores. 
Ticket holders will receive a map of par-
ticipating vendors and they can choose 
which places they want to attend. Gener-
al admission tickets are $30 and include 
a map of participating locations and a 
keepsake tasting glass. Tickets can be 
found at https://tinyurl.com/28bsbf75.

BACKPACK DISTRIBUTION EVENT

AUGUST 3, 9:30 A.M .TO 12:30 P.M. 

The Georgetown Cultural Citizen Memori-
al Association will hold its annual back-
to-school free backpack distribution and 
Community Awareness Fair from 9:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. on August 3 at the Carver 
Center for Families, 1200 West 17th Street. 
Free snow cones and a petting zoo will be 
available for children. Information about 
area non-profit resources will also be 
available. The Carver Center — housed in 
the former Carver Elementary School — is 

a family resource center of the George-
town Health Foundation.

ANNUAL GRAPE STOMP

AUGUST 3-4, 9:30 A.M. TO 1 P.M. 

The Vineyard at Florence will host its 
annual grape stomp August 3 and 4, 
with a Spanish menu and live music. 
Guests will experience the production 
of grape harvesting and the tradition of 
grape stomping at The Vineyard at Flor-
ence. The Grape Stomp takes place from 
9:30 a.m. to noon, while lunch is served 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tickets are $55 
and can be purchased on Eventbrite at  
www.eventbrite.com/e/grape-stomp-tick-
ets-933399050687?aff=ebdsoporgprofile. 

ADVANCE PLANNING SEMINARS

AUGUST 6, 10 A.M. OR 6 P.M. 

The Gabriels Funeral Chapel and Crema-
tory is hosting a free Advance Planning 
seminars on Tuesday, August 6 at 10 a.m. 
or 6 p.m. at their facility located at 393 
North Interstate 35, Georgetown. Enter 
for a door prize, enjoy refreshments and 
tour their facility. RSVP by calling 800-
692-8494.

ANNA+ANTON OLSON LEGACY 

FOUNDATION Q&A

AUGUST 8, 10-11 A.M. 

Georgetown, Taylor and Hutto nonprofits 
interested in securing grant funding for 
operational support and capacity build-
ing can apply to The Anna+Anton Olson 
Legacy Foundation’s 2024 grant cycle 
beginning Monday, July 29. Submissions 
are due by September 23. Because of a 
shift in funding opportunities this year, 
The Anna+Anton Olson Legacy Founda-
tion will host a virtual Question and An-
swer session on August 8 from 10-11 a.m. 

Interested nonprofits can register for the 
virtual Q&A session online at  www.ctxcf.
org/anna-anton.

FREEZER PLEASERS CLASS

AUGUST 9, 4-6 P.M. 

This class by the Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-
tension Office is perfect for those with 
busy schedules that can make mealtimes 
a challenge. Learn how to prep meals 
ahead of time and safely freeze them 
for quick dinners. The class  provides all 
the supplies along with tips and tricks 
to ensure each recipe is a tasty ‘freezer 
pleaser.”  The class — August 8, from 4-6 
p.m. — cost $35. Meet at the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Office, 100 Wilco Way, 
Room AG205, Georgetown. Sign up at 
https://williamson.agrilife.org. 

DEAD MAN’S CELL PHONE

AUGUST 9 – SEPTEMBER 8

The Georgetown Palace Theatre presents 
Dead Man’s Cell Phone, an imaginative 
new comedy by MacArthur “Genius” Grant 
recipient and Pulitzer Prize finalist Sarah 
Ruhl, which starts with an incessantly 
ringing cell phone in a quiet café and a 
dead man with a lot of loose ends. The 
performance takes place at the Palace 
Playhouse. Visit the box office or www.
georgetownpalace.com for tickets and 
showtimes. 

SUNSET MOVIE SERIES IN THE PARK

AUGUST 9 AROUND 8:30 P.M.

Join Georgetown’s Parks and Recreation 
team at The Legacy Pavilion in San Ga-
briel Park for a free summer film series. 
Bring a blanket or chairs and snacks. Ear-
ly arrivals can also get free popcorn and 
enjoy some activities before the movie. 
The August 9 movie is Super Mario Bros. 
More information can be found at parks.
georgetown.org/sunset-movie-series. 

MARKET DAYS

AUGUST 10, 9 A.M TO 2 P.M. 

Georgetown’s Market Days take place on 
the Square every second Saturday of the 
month from March through November. 
The event includes local vendors, live 

music, food and drinks, beginning 9 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. in August. It is organized by 
the Downtown Georgetown Association. 

WILCO WIC DRIVE-THRU BABY SHOWER

AUGUST 10, 9 A.M. TO NOON

Williamson County’s WIC is hosting its 
annual Drive-Thru Baby Shower in honor 
of National Breastfeeding Day. Expectant 
mothers, new parents or breastfeeding 
champions are invited to come and enjoy 
resources ,goodies and support from the 
WIC team. Registration is not required for 
the event. It will be held in the parking 
lot of Williamson County and Cities Health 
District, 355 Texas Avenue in Round Rock. 

SUN CITY DEMOCRATS MEETING

AUGUST 10, 10 A.M.

The Sun City Democrats will host William-
son County Commissioner Terry Cook, 
who will speak about “Political Activism 
for Retirees Who Prefer to Play.” The 
program will be held at the Sun City Ball-
room, 2 Texas Drive on
August 10 at 10 a.m.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS BOARD 

MEETING

AUGUST 14, 6-7:30 P.M.

The Williamson County League of Women 
Voters will hold its next board meeting 
August 14 from 6-7:30 p.m. at the George-
town Recreation Center in Multipurpose 
Room No. 4. LEague board members will 
take up the group’s agenda and vote on 
action items, but the meeting is open to 
the public, and new members are wel-
come to learn about the group.  People 
are also welcome to join by Google Meet: 
https://meet.google.com/bpi-takv-jwd. 

PFLAG GEORGETOWN SUPPORT GROUP 

MEETING

AUGUST 15, 7:30 P.M.

PFLAG Georgetown is a chapter of PFLAG, 
the country’s first and largest organiza-
tion dedicated to supporting, educating 
and advocating for LGBTQ+ people and 
their families. The organization holds a 
monthly support group for parents and 
allies of the LGBTQ+ community, as well 
as for members of that community. Meet-

ings are held the third Thursday of each 
month at 7:30 p.m. August’s meeting will 
take place at Howry Center at Southwest-
ern University instead of its usual loca-
tion at the Georgetown Public Library due 
to renovations. To learn more, email the 
local chapter at pflaggtx@gmail.com. 

BACK TO SCHOOL! 

AUGUST 15

Georgetown ISD welcomes students for 
the 2024-24 school year on August 15. 
More details about the new school year, 
needed supplies and attendance zones 
can be found at www.georgetownisd.org. 

PISTONS ON THE SQUARE

AUGUST 17, 8-10 A.M. 

Held on the Square on the third Saturday 
of each month 8-10 a.m. Pistons on the 
Square brings together antique, classic, 
muscle and late model cars and motor-
cycles. The event is free to attend. Visit 
facebook.com/pistonsonthesquare for 
more information.

RENTSCH BREWERY NINTH 

ANNIVERSARY PARTY

AUGUST 24, NOON TO 10 P.M. 

Rentsch Brewery will celebrate their ninth 
anniversary with live music, food trucks, 
vendors, limited edition merchandise 
and, of course, beer. This event is family 
and dog friendly. Rentsch Brewery is lo-
cated at 2500 NE Inner Loop, Georgetown. 
Visit www.rentschbrewery.com for more 
event information. 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM:  

BACK TO THE FUTURE

AUGUST 24, 6-9 P.M. 

In honor of the 20th anniversary of the 
Williamson Museum, residents can spend 
the evening learning about the history 
of Williamson County from the 1950s 
through the 2000s. Attendees will use 
their detective skills to look for clues and 
return events to the right place in the his-
torical timeline. Tickets are $12 per adult 
– $10 for members – and $8 per child, $5 
for members. Ticketed entry times are 
available for 6 p.m., 6:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
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