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WATER DISTRICT 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

ON TAX RATE
The West Williamson County Municipal Utility District No. 1 will hold a public hearing on a 

proposed tax rate for the tax year 2024 on Tuesday, August 27, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. at the offices 
of Gray Engineering, Inc., 8834 N. Capital of Texas Highway, Suite 140, Austin, Texas 78759.  

Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the 

tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the 

change in taxable value of all other property.  The change in the taxable value of your property 

in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the 

tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you 
can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about pro-

posed tax rates and scheduled public hearing of each entity that taxes your property.

(Names of all board members and how each voted on the proposed tax rate)

FOR the proposal: Directors Stapleton, Jones, Guynes, Hutcheson, and 

Unger

AGAINST the proposal: None 

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: None

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 

year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

Last Year This year

Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.7205/$100

Adopted

$0.7140/$100

Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value ($0.0065)/$100

Percentage increase/decrease in rates 
(+/-)

-0.90%

Average appraised residence home-
stead value

$517,997 $511,645

General homestead exemptions avail-
able (excluding 65 years of age or 
older or disabled person’s exemp-
tions)

$ n/a  $ n/a  

Average residence homestead taxable 
value

$453,266 $473,356

Tax on average residence homestead $3,266 $3,380

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if 
proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-) and 
percentage of increase (+/-)

$114

3.4901%

NOTICE OF VOTE ON TAX RATE

If the District adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax rate 

that would result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than 3.5 

percent, an election must be held to determine whether to approve the operation and mainte-

nance tax rate under Section 49.23602, Water Code.  An election is not required if the adopted 

tax rate is less than or equal to the voter-approval tax rate.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

WATER DISTRICT 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  

ON TAX RATE
The Williamson County Municipal Utility District No. 26 will hold a public hearing on a pro-
posed tax rate for the tax year 2024 on Wednesday, September 12, 2024, at 11:00 a.m., at the 
offices of Mclean & Howard, LLP, located at 4301 Bull Creek Road, Suite 150, Austin, Texas 
78731.
Your individual taxes may increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the 
tax rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the 
change in taxable value of all other property.  The change in the taxable value of your property 
in relation to the change in taxable value of all other property determines the distribution of the 
tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database on which you 
can easily access information regarding your property taxes, including information about pro-
posed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of each entity that taxes your property.

(Names of all board members and how each voted on the proposed tax rate)

FOR the proposal: Directors Gatewood, Ducey and Somers

AGAINST the proposal: None 

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: Directors Salafia and Hangartner

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this taxing unit last 
year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this year.

Last Year This year

Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $0.9000/$100

Adopted
$0.9000/$100

Proposed
Difference in rates per $100 of value $0.0000/$100

Percentage increase/decrease in rates 
(+/-)

0.00%

Average appraised residence home-
stead value

$1,118,441 $1,172,206

General homestead exemptions avail-
able (excluding 65 years of age or 
older or disabled person’s exemp-
tions)

$0 $0

Average residence homestead taxable 
value

$971,131 $1,076,065

Tax on average residence homestead $8,740.18 $9,684.59
Annual increase/decrease in taxes if 
proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-) and 
percentage of increase (+/-)

$ 944.41

10.80%

If the proposed combined debt service, operation and maintenance, and contract tax rate re-
quires or authorizes an election to approve or reduce the tax rate, the Williamson County Mu-
nicipal Utility District No. 26 proposes to use to use the tax increase for the purpose of funding 
debt service costs on public infrastructure improvements constructed to serve residents of the 
District and to fund District maintenance, debt service and operation costs.

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS’ RIGHT TO ELECTION TO REDUCE TAX RATE

If the District adopts a combined debt service and operation and maintenance tax rate that would 
result in the taxes on the average residence homestead increasing by more than eight percent, 
the qualified voters of the district by petition may require that an election be held to determine 
whether to reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax rate under 
Section 49.23603, Water Code.
The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval tax rate is 
calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Williamson County is the recipient of  the 

Distinguished Budget Presentation Award 

from the Government Finance Officers As-

sociation of  the United States and Canada 

for preparing budget documents. 

This is the 14th consecutive year that Wil-

ico was honored with the award, according 

to a news release from the county. To receive 

the budget award, governing bodies  had to 

satisfy nationally recognized guidelines for 

effective budget presentation:

n A policy document

n A financial plan

n An operations guide

n A communications device

“Planning and accountability are ex-

tremely important in government budget-

ing,” Budget Officer Ashlie Holladay said 

in a statement. “We are honored to receive 

this distinguished award and thankful for 

the strong support we receive from our 

Commissioners Court and county leaders.” 

According to the county, budget docu-

ments must be rated “proficient” in all four 

categories, and the fourteen mandatory cri-

teria within those categories, to receive the 

award. There are over 1,700 participants in 

the Budget Awards Program. 

GFOA budget reviewers commented that 

the documents had a great discussion of  

factors influencing the budget and good 

inclusion of  capital planning, goal setting 

and public involvement in the budget pro-

cess and calendar. 

Williamson County has earned GFOA’s 

Triple Crown designation for receiving all 

three of  the GFOA awards: Excellence in 

Financial Reporting Award, Popular An-

nual Financial Reporting Award and the 

Distinguished Budget Presentation Award, 

according to the news release.

“Our goal is to make all budget informa-

tion easily accessible to the public through 

our budget website,” Ms. Holladay said. 

“This level of  transparency provides our 

residents with the financial reassurance 

that they deserve.”

All budget information is available on 

https://www.wilcotx.gov/budget including 

overviews, timelines and a Citizens’ Corner 

designed to deliver accountability and con-

fidence at every level.

The Fiscal Year 2024-2025 budget will be 

in effect October 1. 

— Nalani Nuylan

By KAITLYN WILKES

Women Helping Others will host a 

free car show fundraiser in October for 

Hounds for Heroes to help train dogs 

for first responders and veterans. 

WHO plans to have 200 vehicles from 

all classes and a Holiday Bazaar.  The 

show will take place on October 19 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Sun City 

Ballroom and parking lot at 2A Texas 

Drive. 

Vehicle entry is $30. Register  at 

www.thedogalliance.org/WHO-

HOUNDS-SPONSOR. Car show 

awards will be given out at 2 p.m. In 

addition to the car show, the Holiday 

Bazaar will have crafts, gift baskets, 

paintings and a bake sale. 

There will be coffee and bagels for 

breakfast and food trucks will be avail-

able for lunch. There will be seating in 

the ballroom for attendees to sit and 

enjoy their food. 

Elvis impersonator Jimie Carter 

will also serenade those in attendance 

with classic tunes from the King of  

Rock n’ Roll. 

Hounds for Heroes will bring two 

dogs and their trainers to demonstrate 

training techniques and their results. 

WHO is a Sun City club who is dedi-

cated to helping nonprofits throughout 

the county. This is done through both 

monetary donations and volunteer 

hours. 

Sponsors are available. 

Email Terry Fierle at tfierle55@

gmail.com or Maria Tolleson at  

m121sing@att.net for information.

By NALANI NUYLAN

William Augustus Bryant, 

61, of  Austin, was sentenced 

to 40 years in prison and fined 

$10,000 by a Williamson Coun-

ty jury on August 1, after he 

pled guilty to manufacturing 

or delivering a controlled sub-

stance.

According to a news re-

lease from the Wilco District 

Attorney’s office, the charges 

against Mr. Bryant stemmed 

from an ongoing investigation 

conducted by the Texas Department of  

Public Safety on July 15, 2023.

DPS officers stopped Mr. Bryant’s 

vehicle and discovered a bag contain-

ing fentanyl inside, the news release 

reads. Further investigation revealed 

Mr. Bryant to be a drug dealer, leading 

to the execution of  a search warrant at 

his residence.

During the search, officers allegedly 

seized a variety of  narcotics, including 

cocaine, methamphetamine, fentanyl, 

mushrooms and marijuana. Addition-

ally, seven firearms and two stolen mo-

torcycles were recovered, according to 

the DA’s office.

Assistant District Attor-

neys Sarah Moore and Troy 

Moyer worked the case. 

During sentencing, prose-

cutors presented evidence 

of  Mr. Bryant’s role in an al-

leged aggravated kidnapping 

that occurred six days after 

the search of  Bryant’s resi-

dence, according to the news 

release.

Prosecutors also presented 

evidence of  Mr. Bryant’s al-

leged criminal history, which includes 

convictions for driving while intox-

icated, possession of  controlled sub-

stances, theft and disorderly conduct.

“Bryant’s criminal activities posed 

a serious threat to public safety,” Dis-

trict Attorney Shawn Dick said in a 

statement. “Bryant’s guilty plea and 

lengthy sentence are a significant vic-

tory for our community and a testa-

ment to the hard work and dedication 

of  our prosecutors and law enforce-

ment partners. Today’s sentence sends 

a clear message that drug trafficking 

will not be tolerated in Williamson 

County.”Wilco receives award for budget
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From left to right, Saira Hernandez, Ashlie Holladay and Sarah Crain hold up the 2024 
GFOA Distinguished Budget Presentation Award. 

Shop for holiday gifts, check out  
car show at WHO fundraiser

Austin man gets 40 years in 
prison for drug trafficking
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